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By Lerov Aarons
Wasluazicn Post Staff Writer

. KENTFIELD. Calif-—\Wil-
liam R. Peers grew up in the
Depression, worked his way
throitgt. colleges and ab-:
‘sorbed a set of strong moral’
principles from a mother
‘whom he adored. and who
dled while he was 2 young*
man : .

Peers carried his prmcx-'
‘ples ‘throuzh a military ca-,
reer that-saw him'serve asa
_member of the Reserve Offi~'
cers Training Corps. an ot

fw of Strategic Services in-:
“tellizence agzent in Bmma
-and China during ¥ orld ]
~var 1I. a_founding member
of the CIA and a command-:
Ing officer in Vietnam be-’
tore his retirement in July.!

1373. as a lieutenant gen-
eral. -
In late 1969 and early.

1970, under orders from
ioint Chiefs of  Staff chair-
man William C. Westmore-
tand. Peers compiled a mas-
sive secret report on the
slaughter st Mylai, based on
the sworn tostimony of 401
neisons and covering 20.000
pages of transcripts and _doc-
uments.

That report. part of w h ch
recently  was  declassified
and part of which remains
secret, found that “both wit-
tinzly  and  upwittingly”
hizh-level officers souzhi to
cover up tha Mylai massacre
of March. 1063, in which 175
tn 400 Vietnamese noncom-
hatants were slain hy sol-
diers of the Americal Divi-
sjon., :

Only one man. Lt. William
1. Calley .Ir.. was ever con-
victed for Myiai ovits after
math. To Peers, now living
guietly i ~an Francisco
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suburb. th .nhne of the:
military o 10;:': thown veot
sponsibic for fhiai o tuat

was an sbortien of justice.
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e have two forms of,
justice.” he said durinz a ve--
! cent interview,

“one for the
enzmy and -one for our own
people. I don’t think we

showed the same kind of. ed either

sympathy toward the Ger-
mans. for example. or the
Japanese in the case of war
rimes, but we turn around
and we have an incident like
this, which I consider.a hor- -
;- and we find we!
.have only one man finally
‘convicted and he's set free
after doinz a relatively
small part of his sentence.”

Peers looks aud-lives in

the genteel manner of re-:

ured_ military _otficers. He
lives with his ‘\viFe in a com-

vears for his report-to seé
the lizht of day, “there isa’
areat deal of the same kind.
of coloration. in difterent:
cegrees, that you might find’
n Watergate.” .

He added. “If people had
been concerned, that [Water-
gate] wouldn’t have happen-
.. I think we
need a tightening up of our
judicial system. I think we
are sceing a tizhtening up
... It is being forced by the
Ameucau ,mbhc who are
just getting jolly well fed up
with this kmd of stuff”

Peers was chief of Re-‘-,
serve Components at thei

Injusic

To Peers ‘who waited fmn . ’
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,With day aftﬂx day of
seeminzly endless testimony
of atrocities, evén “~Gen.’
Peers’ sensibilities became
“dulled. “As time goes on you
sort of get numb to this
whole thing.” he confided.

“You hear of all these atroe-
.ities from all these people .
it’s drudzery even to hear
about it.” -

- It was not until tox\:\rd
the end of the investization
that the cxtent and ‘nature
-of the post-Mylai cover-up
became clear. “We came, to

! see that people haLvat done’
all they were. supposed to
have doue. If they had

o .
Penta on, having just com vshowu any interest in_ this

pleted a two-year tour in Vi-:
'ehmamv when hz was sum-:
-mioned to Westmoreland's;
office on ‘the eveninZ of;
Nov. 24, 1969. By that time,;

fortable two-story. ‘home dec- } the Mylai scandal had bro-|
orated with Oriental art and ;

{urniture and other memo-
- rabilia of his 36-vear career
He works part time as a con-

sion of Rockwell
tional, spencs his leiswe
his papers and
playing golf. Six feet mr.,
white-haired and the w.nv

weight (173) he was w hcn o

played football. nrfb' an
wrestled at UCLA. Peors:
60 is almost the central- m\t ’

ing image of an Army zen-

‘eral. ] ;

Characteristically as well.
Peers feels he owes no apol-
ozy for American
ment in Vietuam and he
stronzly rejects suzgestions
that Mylai symbolized & mo-
ral cdegeneration. citller in
or out of the country.

But a visitor learns
quickly that Gen. Peers has
a rizid personal standard of
Justice.

In his report he named 30

individuals who b
“gmission  or commi "
atlevedly shared culp:
for the coveruap, Only 16
were charded, four went o
trial and threc were acquit-
ted. The cascs azainst

others were dizmissed.

_sultant for the maissiles’ divi-
Interna- .

involve-

| that
12

ken in the press and inv esti-
gatipns were uirder way at.

B
v several levels, including one

by the military's Clmmml
Investigations ‘Division
(CIDy).

But, Peers related, West-
maoreland wanted a probe
that would focus not only on
the. atrocities, but on what

" the responsible officers 'm(l'
i leaders: did or faited to do!

‘about the incident once it{
: 1‘ was known. ' i
‘ Working against a '3"~-‘

,month deadline, the time..
by which the statute of limi-
:_tatlons would expire, Peers
assembled a small staff and
began questioning. e soon
_discovered that the job waz
far bigger than he had anvi-
sioned. He added two civil-
iann lawyers and extra nuli-
tary personnel; ultimately
the stalf totaled about 40.
They bezan to take sworn
testimony. and made a lwo-
week (rip to Vietnam, visit-
iny the site of the incident.
Soon. the cnormity of 1he
Horrer-—="murder, rape, »n-
domy —became eviden
“initiallv. 1 odidn't behieve
thinz like this nad
anen phc{.‘." said Poers. i

1 weos  resistinz it

Butl after a week,

avs. two weeks . ..owhion

llm magniturde {ineity
dnvnec  on e, boowan
shoeked and o horrified. |
v cw.t prepoered. This was
one of the most aifficult pe-
vinela e ever TOone

i thing, any interest at ali,
and had scrt of pushed the
button, the shole thing .
would have been uncov eved.
fright then and there. Bu\
nobodv was lhat interested”
Peers said *his cominission
found that reports of ihe
Mylal massacre were filter-
ing in within devs of the in-

.. cident from the Vietnamese
© district chiefs;

from Viet-
cong propaganda and from
an American helicopter war-
vant officer who had Wit
nessed some of the carmage.
Orders to investigate were
passed down from Americat
commandetr Mszj. Gen. Sam-
uel Koster to brigade coin-
mander Oran K. Henderson.

Henderson's prohe, Leoers
said. “was not a propersin-
vestigation . . . An investiga- |

-tion should include sworn
statements, testimony from
the people. and should Zo
into very considerable depth

The fact wos he had not
looked into it to the depth
he should have.

The same laxity, ieer
said, carried up the ou"l the
‘chain of command., Hender-
son's report, savs the bears

study. accepted

"

was at {ace
value and without an ¢ifee-
tive review™ by Gen. Koste:.
in addition, it alleges pozai-
ble conspiracy to further

cuppress infeormation o
“deepive the division cont
mander.”

Henderson was later tried

on cover-up charges and oe-
quitted Was the failure i
prosecut¢ he others part of
the coverup? i cant e
swer {hat guestion, franiiv.”
caid  Peers. COther poo
who were my contempor
ics had to > the

ment of \\"n"ii.u' tn
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